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HONORING
the Old
with the New

A major Laurelhurst remodel
celebrates lives past and present

AEE A CRAMPED 1928 English Tudor

hodse with mn overgiown vard in & good

Seattle pelhborhood. Add owners whaoap-
precite ite style and comfort, ot who fiod ks
spbeirs doad'l Gllow therm to ooy secomumedste
thietr mutual paesion for cooloang or W adequately
itispiny the artHacts they lowve to gather onitheir fre-
givent travels. Now give e bwio vooog diugllbers
wiie war bedrooms of teelr own nnd apeees o pley,
and the dilemma ie clear:

Bhauld the owners move!
Should thy' have thie houss tom
o anel rebuild? O remodel?
Fortunately for the naighbors
Gracieln anid Rick Hutkowski de-
cided 1o remodel siter four years
of Bveng m ther house and leamn:
ing whnt they neeted it ta be,
With the belp of architect
Richard Fisher, and pfter nearly
B yeur un i eondormminm, they
movied] back inko & gracious s{uc-
oo house that is almost entirely
mew Il Jooks =000t has always
byl Lhene,

Fisher, who grew upin the
s Laurelhurst neighbarhooed,
understid his clients” desire (o
preserve the best of what they
Jad while adding space and rod-
gtn convenienees that Gt their
lifestyle. “We wanted more
papinre footage and o keep onr
ald house,” expluns Gracietn,
who ackpowledges that iF proba-
bly would have been cheaper to
do a teardown. (ALl thal remaie
of the old house are the eniry-
way, & sinircase to the second
floos and four kitchen windows.)
T fully appreciate the trans- 5=

A restored 1RS-crntiny rid sttt frov Staly adols colow g clees b B Forseal
Teving wovomi af B howme of Graciela aad Rrok Ridlieraki,
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?_w-l' Wil o canegyy snandle o French pelit totle with @ stvipod-cntlon
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lormation, imagine & 2400
sguare-fool howse with no
view, a very cramped: second
story and o thicket of a yard
bordered by blackhermies, over-
grown rhodoedendrons -and a
matare cedar with the top
chispped nff.

1 pow reality m nearly
double the original square
oinigee., Oy e new secomd
atory, the spacious masicr
suite had i panoramic lake snd
mountakn view. The cedar is
pane, asare the bmmbles and
rhodies. The owners are got
grrdeners, 50 lundseape desym
er Martha Keck inchaded atime-
tive low-mainfenonce  shribs
bty and a lawn whisre the piris
can phay, Alewe a new gamge s
an inviting emall patio festuring
8 g of lvvedy decortive wris
rescued from a salvage yard i
Frunce, The wrought-iron rail-
ing srrounding the small, tiled
balcory ol the: master suile |8
soother God fromn the same sl
vuge yord. The Rutkowskis
spofted poteatial bessiath rast
ancl grme, just &3 they recog.
pized the potentinl in their old
huwme

[ nomedidtely apparent
ipan entering the hoase that
it Gwiedly bovies anthigises, bch
cnlors szl & traditional look
achieved through fearkéss com-

Iabpuntions of Birpdshengs from
different penods. The eniry-
way mirror, for example. i
from' & flen markot in Parin
The red setiee b the formal y-
ing room is 18th-century lial-
lam; the white one in the mas-
ter bedroam is L8th-century
French, A lovely painted an-
tinuie side piece i ihe lving
foxirn i Eypecal of v v oumeght
fiind 0 Provence, The dining-
voom table awd churs are re-
productions of the Chippendale
shyhie

"We are pretty infiuenced
by oiar brovels and love pickang
ip pieced.” save Graciek, who
did the interior design herself
after failing to be inspired by
the ideas of the siional
ghe firet hired: All the furmi.
ture and turtishings ure eithos
custinl-made o enfingue. (G-
cieln, who has gince taken oo
Friends and irieads of friends
s chients, ses worrds siuch s
“tralifiomal,” “eolectic™ and
"Edrogean” to describe the
atyle oof hot hosne, “There sre
pleces from the “d0d glong
with 18th-ceniury pieces.” she
1xys.

Thie home very much Te-
flcts the Bitkowskis" heritnge
el (heir life experiince. Gra:
cela’s father was Crechoslo-
wikann, her motber, Makio. =
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shvle. Grocwda did the flower arramgrmments o i reprpciuction 1E-confury makogsmy
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